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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Ane 


as Numbe 
No. Names of newspapers. Place of publication, bat Bd Dates of ome seosived and examined 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 |“ Bharat Shramajivi"’ ... -... ... | Calcutta sen 2,100 
Q9 \* Gramvarta Prakashika”’ vee ove Comercolly oes 175 
Fortnightly.. 
3 ‘6 Sansodhini ™ ees ose Chittagong coe 600 25th S t 
4 |‘*Purva Pratidhwani’’ ... ses 00s Ditto eee doves 15th = = 
6 | Rajshahye Samvéd” .. . | Rajshahye v0 31 
Weekly. 
6 |“ Ananda Bazar Patrika”’ ; gg eee 700 | 20th ditto. 
7 | Arya Darpan” itto see weer | 24th Sept. & Ist October 1880 
g |‘ Bharat Mihir” Mymensingh ae 671 | 21st Septemb ; 
9 |** Bengal Advertiser”’ “ , . | Calcutta ose 2,000 ee 
10 | * Bardwan — vn . | Bardwan jes 296 | 21st ditto, 
11 | ‘Dacca Prakash” re Dacca vei 350 | 19th & 26th September 1880. 
12 |** Education Gazette” . ‘a ... | Hooghly bas 745 | 24th September 1880, 
13 | “ Hindu a ee ‘oe vue ——- re, 300 
14 | Hindu Ranjika”’ wi a ... | Beauleah, Raéjshdéhye... 200 | 22nd & 29th Septemb 0. 
15 |‘*Howrah Hitakari” ... ..  ...| Bethar, Howrah se... 400 eee 
16 | ** Medini” hips Midnapore on t.. 250 | 22nd & 29th ditto. 
17 |“ Murshidéb4d Patriké’’... ...  ... | Berhampore aes 487 | 17th September 1880. 
18 | * Murshidab&4d Pratinidhi” see Ditto vas roses = itto. 
19 | “ Navavibhakar”’ op ace Calcutta s90 850 | 20th & 27th September 1880. 
20 | ‘* Pratikér”’ a . | Berhampore 000 275 
21 |‘ Rangpore Dik Prakash” a Kakinié, Rangpore ... 250 | 23rd & 30th ditto. 
292 | ** Sadharani’’ ae aoe Chinsurah wae 600 | 26th Septembtr 1880. 
23 | ‘“* Sahachar’”’ eS ~ Calcutta ae 600 | 20th ditto. 
24 |**Samachar Sar” | ‘as — Allahabad o6s 350 
25 | “ Som Prakash” ne Calcutta ool wees 27th ditto. 
26 |**Sulabha Samachar”... ... | _ Ditto ..{ 4,000 | 25th ditto. 
27 |‘*Shérad Kaumudi”’ __... me .. | Bhowanipore as 300 
23 |“ Srihatta Prakash”... ve Sylhet “ 440 | 20th ditto. 
29 |“ Tripurd V4rtévaha ” Commillah me ee 25th ditto. 
Tri-weekly. 
30 | Samachar Sudhavarshan” Calcutta we wien 
Daily. ; 
31 | **Samvad Prabhakar”... ~~ ... | Ditto av 700 | 24th to 29th September 1880. 
32 | ‘*Samvad Pirnachandrodaya”...  ...| Ditto ave 300 | 25th Sept. to 1st October 1880. 
33 | ** Samachar Chandrika”’ ed é Ditto ‘ies 625 | 27th ditto to 2nd ditto. 
34 |‘ Banga Vidyé Prakdshika’’ Ditto saa 600 | 28th & 29th Sept. & 1st October 1880. 
30 |‘ Prabhati” Ditto aah “whee 15th ditto to Ist ditto. 
ENGLISH anp URDU. 
Weekly. 
36 | “* Urdu Guide” wanes Ditto es 365 | 26th September 1880. 
HInpt. 
Weekly. 
37 | ** Behar Bandhu”’ en ae ... | Bankipore, Patna ... 500 | 9th, 16th & 28rd September 1880. 
38 | “Bharat Mitra’ a ns 600 | 28rd September 1880. 
39 | §8 Jagat Mitra’ So : Ditto eae 157 : 
40 | * S4r Sudhadnidhi ” a nn Ditto ide 200 {27th ditto. 
41 | Uchit Bakté” ae Ditto ak tee 25th ditto. 
PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
42 | “Jim-Jahaén-numa ” f oi “s Ditto oe 250 | 24th ditto. 
Weekly 
eekly. 
43 |*TijssetelAbbbie”” cn cn ss | Diltto ee aoe 26th ditto. 
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POLITICAL. 


NaVAVIBHAKAR, Tar Navavibhdkar, of the 20th September, remarks in reference to 
September 20th, 1880. pee the speech of Lord Hartington on the Indian 
Lord Hartington’s budget speech. == Hudget that his Lordship has been extremely 
cautious in his statements. He has not committed himself to any particular 
line of policy. But one might assure Lord Hartington that public expenditure 
in India is susceptible of considerable reductions. The army charges may 
be safely reduced. As to the decentralization system on which the Secretary 
of State laid so much stress, it should be observed that although much good 
might result from making the local Governments financially independent, 
still the manner in which the system has been hitherto sought to be carried 
out has been far from beneficial. On the contrary, under this system 
Bengal at least has been made to contribute so much to the Imperial 
Exchequer, that in spite of the many local taxes which have been imposed 
upon the people, Sir Ashley Eden finds himself for lack of funds unable 
to undertake the construction of any work of public utility. The financial 
independence conferred has been only nominal. The observations made by 
Lord Hartington on the Afghan war and the license tax are perfectly just. 
The expenditure of the License-tax Fund on that war was a direct breach of 
faith on the part of Lord Lytton’s Government; and itis therefore a matter 
of regret that the present Secretary of State, in spite of his condemnation of 
the tax, should still consider its continuance necessary. His utterances on 
the subject of the expenses of the Afghan war, and England’s liability to 
bear a portion thereof, are really worthy of a liberal statesman. ; 
Som Praxasn, 2. Referring to the efforts which are being made by the English Con- 
op I, Oe servatives to excite a fear of Russia in the minds 
meorenachansiternseeh Match of the British nation, the Som Prakdsh, of 
the 27th September, discusses the chances of a Russian invasion of India. 
The Editor dismisses the idea as simply absurd. The distance between 
Indian and Russian territory, the nature of the intervening country, the finan- 
cial resources of Russia, and the character of her Government, all furnish 
roofs of the impracticability of the scheme which she is always credited 
y Russophobists with cherishing. The attitude of the present Ministry 
towards this question is wise and worthy of all approbation. 
Som PRaxasn. &. The same paper characterizes the arguments adduced in the recent 
hens ot memorial of the Patriotic Association to the 
| Premier for the annexation of Candahar as 
the outcome of selfish greed. If it is right to annex a State on the 
ground that it affords considerable facilities for promoting commerce, there 
is no country which would be safe from annexation. As regards the old 
argument that a permanent occupation of Candahar by the British Govern- 
ment will result in the increased happiness and. prosperity of the people, it 
may be remarked that the plea was of great service when Sinde and Oudh 
were annexed to the British empire. It is still urged whenever there is any 
proposal made to restore the Berars to the Nizam. Some fear that it will 
yet be made to do duty some day for a permanent occupation of Kashmere. 
But is it really impossible for Government to confer a benefit upon a 
; country without annexing it? The expensiveness of a foreign administra- 
ae tion is a strong argument against its introduction into any place. But 
oe selfishness can find marvellous arguments. 
Ri ag 4. The same paper apprehends that there will be fresh and additional 
Fresh taxation apprehended. taxation in this country. The speech of the 
: : Secretary of State contains statements which 
furnish grounds for this apprehension. If. it really comes to that, there 
will be considerable hardship, The limit of taxation has been already 
reached in India; still something must be done to maintain an equilibrium 
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between income and expenditure. There is no likelihood of Government 
making any retrenchments, at least for some time to come, and yet the only 
means of preserving the solvency of Government lies in a reduction of 
expenditure. This object would be attained by Government abolishing the 
armies of Native States, and in their place stationing a division of its own 
amy. The Native States might be asked to bear half the expense of 
keeping this army, the other half being borne by Government, In peace 


time the several divisions might be stationed in the Native States, and in 
time of war directed to act in concert. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 

5. The following observations are extracted from an article on the draft 
Rent Bill which is continued through the three 
successive issues of the Behar Bandhu of the 
Oth, 16th, and 23rd September :—It is to be doubted whether Government 
has any legitimate authority to fix a limit to enhancement of the ryots’ rent b 
the zemindars. The result of the proposed rule on this subject will be al- 
together to stop enhancement in mostof the districts of Bengal and all 
through Behar; for, as far as the latter province is concerned, according to 
the conditions of the bhaolee tenure which obtains there, the landlord usually 
takes half and sometimes even more than half of the annual gross produce 
of the land. ‘lhe argument that in such cases the landlord should not be 
entitled to enhance is sufliciently met by the question why he should 
not have this privilege if the incrcased value of the produce has been 
brought about at his expense. Considering that most of the sections 
applicable to the procedure in suits for arrears of rent have been taken 
from the Code of Civil Procedure, there was no necessity of reproducing 
them in the draft Bill. A brief reference to these sections, together with 
the new provisions that might be considered necessary, would have been 
sufficient for this part of the Bill. Section 207(4) does not show to what 
extent the decree-holder will be required to bid. ‘Will he be allowed to bid 
a nominal sum, as is usually the case at revenue sales, when there is no one 
else to bid, the Collector buys the estate in vy bidding one rupee for it? | 

Section 152.—It is not clear whether the ryot referred to in this section 
is of three or twelve years’ standing. In spite of their labours, the members 
of the Commission have not succeeded in defining a “ khoodkasht ryot.” 
Although in section 210 the rights of such a ryot have been sought to be 
defined, still it is not clear what sort of ryot he is. Itis possible a resident 
and hereditary cultivator may have been meant. Will not a non-resident 
but hereditary cultivator be entitled to the benefit of this section, and be 
liable to be ejected by a purchaser such as is referred to in section 210? The 
Bill ought to be more explicit on these points. The word “ khoodkasht” 
should be omitted from .this section, because it has not been properly 
defined. The provision for enabling a ryot to deposit his rent in the 
Collectorate will prove extremely injurious to the landlord. The ryot, if he 
1s not on good terms with the zemindar, may so deposit his rent in favour of 
another, and put the rightful receiver of rent in great difficulty. The obser- 
vations made in the report of the Commission* regarding the bhaolee 
arrangement which obtains in Behar, and which is compared to the metayer 
system, are such as could never have been made by any one conversant with 
the true state of that province. It is not true that the zemindar does not 
help the tenant in the matter of the cost of production. The former does 
8 great deal for him in the shape of irrigation, construction of embankments, 
and the like. The special provisions made for Behar are calculated to raise 
an unjust prejudice against the landlords in that province. The word jerat, 


* Page 74, paragraph 146—The 
system’™ to “ vhich P 


Draft Rent Bill. 


has fallen upon him. 


Beuar Barpao, 


Oth, 16th, & 23rd Sept. 
1880. 


passage opening with the word: “the Behar system is really a metayer 


Bie is x 


Porva PRaTipHWwast!, 
September 15th, 1880. 


Pcrva PRATIDHWaANt. 


PugvA PRATIDHWaKI. 
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used in this connection to signify acertain class of land, is not used in 
Southern Behar, where the word “ khoodkasht” isemployed to designate the 
same kind of land. Now as “ khoodkasht” has a different meaning as used 
in the Bill, there will probably be much confusion in practice. The provi- 
sions made in section 82 will have the effect of injuring the interests of the 
tenants, inasmuch as it interferes with their freedom of contract. The 
recommendations of the Behar Committee in connection with the system of 
payments of rent in kind, which have been embodied in the Bill, are likely to 
produce many injurious consequences. The respective shares of the parties 
being thereby interfered with, considerable difficulty will be experienced in 
cases in which any one of them may have mortgaged his share. 

Sections 84 (b) and 85.—The officer to be deputed should be of no 
lower rank than that of a Sub-Deputy Collector. The ministerial officers 
are dreaded both by landlords and tenants. 

Section 8.—The definitions given are not very clear and do not always 
correspond with those given in the Code of Civil Procedure. 

Section 9.—There has been no distinction made between a tenure- holder 
and a ryot as regards the privileges which each of them will be allowed to 
enjoy. Nor is there any made between arable land and land fit for erecting 
manufactories upon. 

Section 6. Ezxception—There has been no distinction made between 
estates permanently settled and those that are not so. 

6. The Purva Pratidhwam, of the 15th September, refers to the 
hardship which is occasioned to landlords by 
the present system of collecting the road cess, 
Many an innocent person suffers from the defects of this system. As it is, 
a co-sharer possessing only one anna interest in an estate has to pay the 
whole amount of the assessed cess, while the other co-sharers go scot-free. 
The manner in which this takes place is somewhat as follows: Suppose A, 
the proprietor of a one anna share of an estate, pays Rs. 1-8 as his share of 
the cess, while the other co-sharers do not pay their shares. Accord- 
ing to the present system a warrant for the attachment of the moveable 
property of A will be at once issued by the Collector. ‘The peon goes into 
the mofussil to execute the warrant. If Aisa rich man, most likely some 
valuable ornament of his wife, worth say Rs. 95, is seized and sold by 
auction at Rs. 26. From this sum the peon realizes the amount of the 
cess which has fallen due, ze. Rs. 22-8, annas 9 as his daily allowance, 
annas 2 as the cost of execution, annas 2-6 as his tiffin expense, and annas 3 
as his dakshis—Rs. 23-8-6 in all, and pays the remainder to A. If, on the 
other hand, A should happen to be poor, even his clothes do not escape 
seizure, for the simple reason that he has once paid the cess. The peons 
when out in the mofussil frequently commit the most high-handed proceed- 
ings. They seize the property of wrong persons, levy perquisites, sell the 
articles seized at unreasonably low prices, and do many other illegal acts. 

7. The same paper deprecates the proposal made by the local Com- 
missioner to have a fresh survey undertaken of 
3 the lands in the Chittagong district. This 
course will render the employment of anumber of native ameens necessary,— 
a class of men who are notoriously venal—and will go to aggravate the hardship 
of the inhabitants, who have not yet sufficiently recovered from the effects 
of recent cyclones, famines, and the rapacity of surveying ameens. 

8. A correspondent of the same paper writes to contradict the 
statements made in paragraph 9 of our Report 
Le : of the 11th September regarding Mr. Bignold, 
the District Judge of Chittagong. It was a case in which it was exceedingly 
necessary that the Judge should be able to satisfy himself that the petitioner, 


Road cess in Chittagong. 


A new survey for Chittagong. 


Mr. Bignold ; a contradiction. 


os, 


the woman, was nota minor. Her husband therefore of his own motion 
allowed the Judge to look at her face. 

9, In a letter to the same paper, purporting to have been written by the Ponva Paarpawasr 
inhabitants of the tracts lying in the southern Smt 15th, 1880 
re. oe portion of the local area which forms the 
moonsiffee jurisdiction of Anwara, the writers earnestly. ask Government to 
remove the head-quarters of the moonsiffee either to Banskhali or Kalipore, 
which, occupying a Centrical position as regards its local extent, would be a 
more convenient locality. 

10. The Dacca Prakdésh, of the 19th September, refers to a recent Dacca Pesaran, 

A new source of difficulty to the Circular order issued by the High Court on the “?“™%™ 18 
decree-holder. subject of sales in execution of decrees. It is 
ordered that a decree-holder, desiring to have his claim satisfied by the attach- 
ment and sale of the judgment debtor’s property, shall make an affidavit to 
the Court stating if the property is subject to any encumbrances. He shall 
moreover file in the Court a certificate to this effect after inspecting the 
records of the registration offices for the preceding twelve years, and shall 
also support his verified application by an affidavit. The directions con- 
tained in the circular will cause an immense deal of difficulty to decree-holders. 
It will add to the expensiveness of litigation and make prosecutions for 
perjury, however unintentionally committed, more frequent, while none of the 
parties will in the least be gainers. Government only will have an increased 
revenue. The circular should be cancelled without delay. 

11. A correspondent of the same paper states for the information of cca Paaxass, 
the authorities that in the Palung Sub-Registry 
Office in South Bikrampore an extra fee of 
four annas is levied on every document presented for registration. The Sub- 

Registrar does not pay any heed to the complaints of the executants. 
12. We extract the following — a _ 08 in x : Hann 
3 Sahachar of the 20th September :—-The “°° "°° 

ee ee ee public will be gratified to lesen thos the wise 
Government of Sir Ashley Eden has thought fit to allow the Calcutta School 
Book Society to exist. Reserving the detailed criticism of this measure for a 
future occasion, the Editor would content himself with making a few remarks 
in the present article. The Society being now saved from the fate with which 
it was threatened, it behoves Government to reform the management of 
the institution and place it on a sound footing. Both Government 
and the Managing Committee should now bestir themselves. Mr. Croft, 
the present Director of Public Instruction, is really an able man, 
but he lacks the experience of his predecessors. It is to his self- 
sufficiency that the present disorganization of the School Book Society 
is mainly due. The appointment of Mr. Brown, a book-seller, as its 
Secretary, has been a most imprudent step; and there can be no real reform 
until this man and his European assistant are removed from their present 
posts. Mr. Brown cannot, owing to his private business, always attend to 
the work of the Society; and it is, moreover, his interest to secure for his 
own firm all its credit and custom. His services, therefore, should be at 
once dispensed with. ‘he cold season is the period of the year when the 
Society does most of its work. Its stock of school books should be full; 
and the late Secretary used at this time to indent books to the extent of 
about 50,000 rupees. Mr. Brown, on the contrary, is said to have contented 
himself with purchasing books worth from two to three thousand rupees. 

he manner in which the business of the Society is now conducted will 
hardly return profits sufficient to cover the working expenses. The appoint- 
ment of Secretary should be given to a retired Deputy Collector or to some 
competent officer in the Education Department. Another observation that 


The site of the Anwara Moonsiffee. 


Palung Sub-Registry Office. 


‘ 
ey : ar : ‘ * tay? ean oot he eS Sate gels: whe eae i» 
es ; iit i . om Re % C : . ~ é " et Dae bast 3 pe es x’ fi ‘ Bt a 3 ‘ia ox ah oe " 
. s i 5 > es Res 5 eer) Lape e os - ” se » = . 2 F Ie) een ey — 4 , a, ; te ’ ; 4 Z P 
“ = re 13 oe Diet co a not . Ree 3 4 inte ele . Da FeP Ue’ Mitten ahaa 2 ‘ % OS. Cee ee 4 Le ee > x ss 5 te ’ . 
po ater yore t Fat _ Bia oer trees a aI ee a? Bere nig? BAL TE a Re B46 Re LEE PS SUN ee LO Niigata ee , . : ” . DS eet A TR es: >) a Shes eas "7 —_ + ety ee ee ee : oy me ° 
i Pr. » New < _ . . - a . ~ . we * Baie : . . or" 3 ; en a ~. é ha ° . s > ~ 7m ‘ ‘ : a * > i. wet 7 et ae ARS, y Ss 3 
Ms .. ” nly Rane Bsa tage ery rs a eee ae me ae a Re en = ne hk. = . . Pn i Vit ie “see aa wr 2 ritoass . eee Pe tay > — sh Piageans . x . , A cAeie me ia eee ey eS ae > * et , 
‘ b 


: : SAS Se 
~ ga i SN a ee ete Ain 
+ . . > ) 4 ut aly ’ a 44 " 
IES Spt ae PLR Ae A gi as 93 aint BT a Tie sey alg SAE RR ORION hci pet lor teh eee ee 
. Sanit SIE, SEE mee, Bo Ae Meta aicke) x in’ oar heels s Ae : ~ : gate ee = at 
. 
s : aon « s Abie 4 ‘ J . en . nal ‘ 


oe ~ es ange 


<b aay Me iC RS RS BET oe Gtr tad rp i 
ibeRddinon a-vagind auth bedi sc ce x, 
can am So a aaa Rn Re wer 
ee ty Ue : rae 


NAVAVIBEAKABR, 


September 20th, 1880. 


NaVAVIBHAKAB. 


ae 


should be :nade in this connection is that Government should provide for 
an effective inspection of the accounts of the Society. 


13. Adverting to the recent circular of the Government of Bengal, 
Pancity of convictions in the Sessions 10 Which the small number of convictions 
Courts. obtained m the police cases which are com. 
mitted to the Sessions was referred to, and means indicated whereby a larger 
measure of success might be attained, the Wavavibhdkar, of the 20th Sep. 
tember, admits the justice of the observation made by the Lieutenant- 
Governor that the natives of the country do not, in all cases, wish to see an 
offender brought to punishment. In this matter indeed the views of Natives 
and Europeans are wholly different, owing to the difference in the education 
and social usages of the two nations. While a European master, for 
example, would not rest until he had a domestic who had perhaps pilfered 
a cigar tried and punished by the Court, a native master would under the 
circumstances pardon him, simply because the man was his servant, or if 
the offence was of a more serious nature would dispense with his services, 
Take again another case. Native society would not think ill of a man who 
had killed his wife for her unchastity. Huropeans on the other hand do not 
regard the offence asso heinous or revolting, and an injured husband 
would be satisfied if he could only obtain sufficient damages. Taking these 
different views into consideration, it would be easy to see why in many 
Sessions cases the jury return verdicts favourable to the offenders. 
Regarding the instructions given to the Magistrates that they should 
be careful to see that before a case is sent up to the Sessions the evidence 
for the prosecution is complete and strong, and that for this purpose they 
should ask the police to make fresh enquiries if the result of the first 
enquiry should be unsatisfactory, the Editor would ask that the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s views on this subject should be made more explicit, as otherwise 
mexperienced Magistrates might erroneously conclude that His Honor does 
not wish that the accused should be acquitted by the Session’s Court. 
Such a misapprehension might lead them to put pressure upon the police 
for the purpose of collecting sufficient evidence,—a task which the police 
would be only too willing to undertake. It is the subordinate officers in the 
Police Department who so frequently get up the false cases which break 
down at the trial. Government should therefore make its instructions so 
clearly known that there may be no mistake about their meaning. 
14. The same paper contains an article on the miserable condition 
The condition of the tenantry inthe Of the tenantry in the khas mehals of Govern- 
Khas Mehals. ment. The rulers, while overflowing with 
solicitude for the welfare of the ryots who hold under the zemindars, 
do not shrink from oppressing the tenantry in the khas mehals. Govern- 
ment is anxious to protect the former from the high-handedness of the 
landlords, and has for this purpose enacted laws, and is also proposing fresh 
legislation. As regards the latter, however, all that has been done is to 
make them utterly powerless to resist any oppressions. This difference of 
treatment indeed would be enough to lead one to question the sincerity of 
the claim which Government puts forward of being the ryot’s friend. It 
can afford to extend its sympathy to the tenantry of the zemindar, and to 
confer on them valuable rights. It is a cheap philanthropy exercised at the 
expense of the zemindar. To affect this philauthropy as regards the ryots m 
khas mehals would be to injure the interests of Government. These remarks 
are not made on the strength of any imaginary case. A comparison of the 
different modes of enhancement of rent for the tenants of zemindari estates 
and khas mehals, as prescribed respectively in Acts VIII (B.C.) of 1869 
and VIIT (B.C.) of 1879, will show how the landlords in the former case 
and Government in the latter are placed in regard to this proceeding. 
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While the landlords find it generally difficult to obtain a decree for en- 
hancement of rent, Government is almost invariably successful in increasing 
the rents of its tenants in the khas mehals. The procedure in the case of 
Government is so framed that the ryot is practically without the means of 
making a defence. Government, of course, might justify its proceedings 
on the ground that the settlement work being performed by experienced 
Collectors and Deputy Collectors, there is very little injustice done. To 
this it might be replied that, although there may not be cases of conscious 
injustice done to ryots, still there is always the possibility of errors being 
made. The Kditor then refers to the litigation which is going on between 
Government and a large number of tenants of certain khas mehals in the 
Midnapore district, whose rents have been enhanced to the extent of 
63 per cent at the recent settlement. 

15. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd is dissatisfied with the verdict of the 
jury in the case of Baldwin, who recently stood 
| charged before the High Court with having 
murdered a native coolie named Maniruddeen. The people of this country, 
says the Hditor, are firmly convinced that natives are not unoften killed 
by Europeans without any adequate provocation. Whether the death be 
owing to anything in the blows of Europeans, or to any defect in the physical 
constitution of the victims, the fact cannot be gainsaid that these deplor- 
able cases do take place occasionally. It is to be questioned whether, by 
showing this undeserved clemency to culprits of their own race, the 
European Judges and Jury serve or injure their own cause. For it is a fact 
that such instances of failure of justice have totally destroyed the moral 
ascendency which Europeans had so long enjoyed in the estimation of the 
people of the country. 

16. The same paper complains that, following the advice of some 
engineer totally unacquainted with the customs 
of the country, Government has directed the 
removal of all the dunds erected in the rivers of Jessore by fishermen for 
the purpose of detaining and catching fish. ‘This step has raised the price 
of fish all over the district, an article which forms one of the chief -articles 
of native diet. The dunds in question were notin the least doing any harm. 

17. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 21st September, in referring to the 
provisions of the draft Rent Bill on the 
subject of the transfer of occupancy rights 
by succession, observes that it would be well if some limit were proposed to 
the division of the property among the heirs of an occupancy tenant. As 
it is, succession in the case of a Mahomedan ryot would be regulated by 
the Mahomedan law of inheritance, of a Hindu by the Hindu law, and 
so on. This would occasion considerable difficulty, especially amonga 
Mahomedan tenantry, the Mahomedan law of succession bemg a most 
intricate subject. The result would be to lead to excessive division of 
property, and to increase. the number of non-resident ryots under a zemindar. 
The rule proposed that coparceners of a holding should jointly pay 
their rents will be productive of much hardship, particularly in cases in 
which such coparceners may happen to live in different localities. Regard- 
ing succession to an occupancy holding, the Editor would suggest that only 
the nearest kinsman to the deceased, if he is resident in the village where 
_ holding is situate, orin one nearest to it, should be declared the heir 

it. 

18. The Sddhdrant, of the 26th September, refers to the insufficiency 
of the diet which is allowed to the prisoners in 
the jails in Bengal, and the hard work which is 
exacted from them. The consequence of this is that a high rate of mortality 
prevails among the inmates of the jails. Government is in this matter swayed 
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by notions of false economy, \hich produce results which are neither in ac- 
cordance with the requirements of justice nor discipline. 

19. The Som Prakash, of the 27th September, remarks that, although 
Government 1s anxious to make a reduction 
of public expenditure, it is to be regretted it 
has not yet succeeded in finding out the means of doing this effectively, 
The abolition of the posts of a few low-paid clerks, or the suspension of all 
public works, is not the proper way of accomplishing this object; nor is the 

roposal to reduce the salaries of the Civilians a wise one. High salaries 
ans had the effect of preventing corruption and bribery among the public 
servants. The gradual substitution of Native for European agency in the 
administration of the country, and the reduction of the extravagant expendi- 
ture incurred in the construction of public works, and in the Commissariat 
Department, have become necessary at the present time. | 

20. The Navavibhdkar, of the 27th September, contains an article 
on the Calcutta School Book Society, in which 
the Editor makes recommendations similar to 
those noticed in paragraph 12. 

21. Referring to the Presidency Small Cause Courts Bill, the same 
paper is glad to notice that provision has been 
made in it for suing defendants in the Small 
Cause Court if the cause of action arises with- 
in its jurisdiction. This will save much trouble and expense, The practice 
of nonsuiting cases which now obtains in the Calcutta Small Cause Court, 
when the evidence is incomplete or informal, has not been recognized in the 
Bill. The practice had this advantage, that the case which had been once 
nonsuited could again be instituted after the necessary amendments. So 
long as suits are instituted and conducted in the Small Cause Court in the 
informal manner and without legal advice as they are now, the continuance 
of the practice appears to be necessary. Another remark that should be 
made in this connection is that the Court should have power given toit 
to decree costs of counsel; at present it has not this power. 

22. The same paper writes a long editorial on Mr. Philip’s case 

geen recently heard by a division of the High 
ences Court. The decision of the Judges would 
have been entirely satisfactory had it not been for the order that Mr. Philips 
should be permitted to try the case again. It ought to have been made over 
to some other Magistrate. Mr. Philips has shown signal incapacity as a 
judicial officer, and it behoves the Lieutenant-Governor to transfer him to 
some distant and out-of-the-way station. 
23. The same paper, in noticing the Resolution of Government on 
sini ies the Board’s Salt Report, remarks that the 
ard 's eport. ° ° : 

: increased consumption of salt last year is set 
down by the authorities to the increased prosperity of the people. ‘This 1s 
altogether a fallacious supposition; on the contrary, the increased consump- 
tion may be taken as a sign of the increased poverty. It may mean that 
for lack of curry last year the people had to take their rice only seasoned 
with a little salt. It is really amusing to note how Government is anxious 
to make out a prosperous condition for the people from every little thing. 
The use of umbrellas by a few persons in the outskirts of towns, the 
increased consumption of spirituous liquors, or an increase in the number 
of marriages, is at one set down to an improved state of things. Such 
ignorance on the part of the rulers is really to be deplored. 
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